


e foukto story is the stocy of pohammed.



HOY §WyS. Wy Deme is pohammed. pohammed. gally.



I sm a.ka::, an advocate, and trainer.

Eﬁ haven,t alweys been the yerson who 1 au right now.
n fact, if I had scmehow introduced myself to you five
:.rom n.gn]; would be like.

nhey guys, u«y n.me is yohammed galley. T «m & medical
student in gyris,gctually on uy way to becuuwe &
cancer specialist.m
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1 waoted to become & cancer syecialist durine
wy high school actually after uy fevourite cousine

vassed. away because of cancer.
1 remember that 7 always asked why eoculdnyt they
cure her ani 1 keyi getting the same answer,m cancer
cannot be cured.n
go that1s wa, T wanted to ocecome & dector.

1 wanted to find a oure for CRncer,.



1 studied very hard and in fact by 2vi1,
I was & fourth-year wedical student.
' and also, by that time, 1 nad already

fulitiiied my newest dream which wes
t0 own & sme=rt phons.



put tnen one day my lile turied ups.ide down.
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1 am in the central square in the ancient city of

golmes in gyria. qphere are crowds that are chunting
and demonstratiog for freeaom.

1 teke wy phone and y stert filming the uprising

but suddenly two burly policeman tackled me 558 qu

wkerrorist | terrorist j» phey shout ot we. god then
_thﬂ;i" gtart hitting me.






with every blow. I felit like a shock was going
through my entire body. £









I cauld feelL the warmtn of my biocod
&s it tricklied down my chest.
and 7 could see wy woite shirt turning red.



1 tried to teil the poiicem.n,

n] am just & medicel student, net & texrrorist.s
not a terrorist

But 1 could hardly speak. phey were choking me
and. 1 was cryinog in vain.

one of the policeman tried to grab my ,hann,
from my hands.

T resisted.

go ne brought out his sun. ge put it to wy head,
arnd thatrsa when 1 had to let go of my phone.
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prom that moment, and over the next years,

1 endured umpaakabi.a torture in wmrwd.ud.,
amlm:mh infested, jail cells.
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e was so much discase around
me that even the gaurds were scare
o0 emter the jail cells.



one time, my knee was cub up so badly that
a desp huge bloody gash was opened up.

with having no other cnoice y bhad to use my
medical training and y took another bandage
from another prison to close my wound.






phere were many days when 71 barely
remmharlt_d. my name.

1o fact
suicide

was a very tempting opticn.
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gut the only thing that ke,t we alive was thoughts of
my family pthoughta of my mother &md my five siblings.

actually memories of uy siblings and 7 used to play
with one anether is what keyt me amused for hours.



g escape from that hell nole 1 used to close
my eyes amd picture the face of my mether
and
her strenght

because she single-handedly raised me amd my five
: siblings.



My mother,
she is a fighter!

and, shess the one who taught me
how to be & surviver after my father
died really eariy on.



e years into cthis ordeal being in and out of
prison.

I bougnt wy way ocut of jail ane thet wes only
because my motner and my sibuings sold the fauiiy

home to raise enousn woLsy S0 taey cowid
set my out.



that was in 2013.

]



phe onLy reason that 71 stand before you in 2018
is tpat 7 am actuaily one of the firet gyrian re;f.‘u;eeul

that Canada accepted.
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spd to you and to yeu, and you,
and you, yeu, you, you, ganadians.

Aiso, thank you. T wiil aiways be grateful
to you.
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1 cant believe that y am back and sharing these
details with you but thanks to panads 1 nave a new life.

poday, four years later, I stand before you & ganadian
citizen.

jctually, potober 15 is the day when 1 became a canadian.
october 20 is the first tiume g vote in my life.
phe first time 1 have rights. the first time. 1 feel like
1 @m & full human being that is receiving full respect
and getting diguity.



phe plans that 1 had to become a cancer
syecialist are on hold right now

and maybe could never become true.



gut also that doesnt mean that 1 camrt save or
change iives.

o fact, today 1 work for & memprofit that shows
ganadians how to spounsor refugees. paving been
one myself 71 know whai it takes to rebabilitate
newcomers that arrive here with notoiong but the
ghirts on their back.



put 1 am so hapyy to tell you that
mwy own sy lication to sponsor a

gyrian refugee has just been approved.

cuess who that family is?

My own mother and my five siblings.
pctualiy they are howe in gurnaby
rignt now waiting for uwe to come houe.



go from a docter to a terrorist to a refugee to

& panadian citizen, spomsoring refugesa just like
we. T know what it is iike for life to just change
on a dime.

1 was Lucky enough and ganade was kind enough to
weicowe me vut millions of others as we heara
frow qreans sre not so lucky.



go 1 finish by saying that one zefugee is
too wmaiy.

And please never forget that every refugee
story behind every statistic toere is a human
story of immense struggles families that are

torn apart and dreams that are crushed.



go never forget this

because who knows one day you, or souweone that is
close to you, could becowe a refugee.

snd who kuows, one aay one refugee can still
e an orcologist and save your life.



phank you.






